CHAPTER V

Cassanea de Mondonville was appointed chief
organist at the palace of Versailles; and he
composed sonatas, motets, operas and trios "which
had a -well-deserved success; his talent and the
refinement of his taste were well appreciated by
Louis XV and the Court; and he took charge of
all ceremonial music, earning unanimous approval.
Far from losing prestige, the kingdom of France
was winning far and wide the admiration and the
envy of her neighbours. From the Rhine lands to
the Scandinavian countries, palaces, churches,
private houses rose, modelled on those of Gabriel,
Robert de Cotte and Lassurance. Their interiors
were replicas of Parisian interiors; furniture,
ornaments, tapestries and pictures were inspired
by French examples; Vienna and Berlin kept their
eyes on Louis XV's capital; and neither war nor
rivalry checked the spread of our artistry throughout
Europe. And a country whose art was in such
demand must have been passing through an era
of prosperity under the rule of a wise government;
for rarely have literature and the arts been exalted
in times of political and financial difficulty.